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Rethinking Multicultural Education in Japan: B

Jie Qi

Lessons from the United States FHEAS ERSH
(FAUHSSHEHEDRIKE BFOERBBEADBEN)

1. Introduction (iU IZ)

The objective of this research is to explore the notion of the Japanese version of multiculturalism and the pedagogical approach
taken to educating immigrant children in contemporary Japan. This study aims to illuminate and generate evidence in support
of rethinking education in Japan by critically examining and questioning the approach taken in the United States. The unique
situation and considerations related to teaching immigrant children in Japan also allows us to rethink the notion of teaching
immigrant children in the United States, thereby facilitating a bilateral inquiry. This study researched the schooling of so-called
insiders and outsiders in the United States during a particularly salient period in which the Unites States has struggled to come
to terms with the question of what it means to be a citizen of a post-industrial nation in a globalizing economy and how to
accommodate ethnic and cultural diversity into a world in which national particularities are eroding.

2. Research Duration and Host Institution GRi&5E&iRiERIRT)
Research Duration: August 5, 2019 - September 23, 2019 (50 days)
Host Institution: Warner School of Education, University of Rochester, U.S.A.

The University of Rochester is world-class research university which includes the prestigious Warner School of Education, a
research graduate school of education. The Warner School of Education (Figure 1) was established in 1958 and named after
Margaret Warner (Figure 2) as the Graduate School of Education and Human Development in 1993. The Warner School of
Education has a long tradition of research, education, and community outreach. In the last 20 years, The Warner School of
Education has doubled in the size of its student and faculty population, and increased its reputation nationally and internationally,
while also making significant contributions to the community and area schools and organizations. The Warner School offers
masters and doctoral programs across a wide range of disciplines.

Figure 1 Warner School of Education Figure 2 Margaret Warner

3. Summary of the Research (Ff%EE)

Figure 3

T T X _?"1.
Wednesday Conversations
The Warner School of Education at the University of Rochester

FALL 2019

Problematizing the “Good" Follower, Citizen and Worker: A
Foucaultian Analysis of Japanese Curriculum Reform
Wednosday, September 18, 2018

Noon
Ganrich-Rusling Room, LeChasa 215

Since Ward War Il, modemn discourses of educational reform in Japan continue to shift within changing

social and historical trajectories. These shifis have not besn unproblematic as notions of “democracy” at
ther #nd of the war through the producton of Japanization in contemparary sociely have been contested
Dr. @i will examing how various historical discourses concaptualized different noticns of what it meant 1o
be a “good” followar, citizen and warkar, which is :::\hMIy eonstructed and historcally cantingant

Presented by visiting scholar Jie Gi, Professor of Education, Ulsunomiya University, Japan. Hosted by




This study finds its theoretical orientation in the notion of “spatial turn” advanced by Michel Foucault and Edward Soja. While
Foucault traces the progression of the relationship between conceptions of space and the history of science, Soja further
identifies space as a central concept which could disrupt analytic hegemony in the academy in a variety of disciplines. Place
identity emerged in cultural geography as a homogenous approach to identity politics which recognized differential access to
power across locales. The notion of “spatial turn” therefore set the foundation for a number of post-structural theories which
created novel possibilities for reimagining systems of reasoning related to datafication, as well as educational policies transfer
and translation between nations and cultures situated in the modernization and globalization movements. Globalization and
its far-reaching influences have affected the formation of citizenship and schooling. Since the Japanese government began
promoting “internationalization” in the 1980s, slogans such as “international exchange,” “cultural exchange,” and “understanding
of other cultures,” have become the popular expressions among policy makers and educators. The belief that Japan has become
a multicultural society is widespread, and multiculturalism as an innovative theme has developed broad appeal. In order to
generate in-depth discussions about the Japanese version of globalization, | gave a speech to the faculty and graduate students
at the Warner School of Education (Figure 3).

Japan, as a collective capitalist country, combines market freedom with government’s control over income and resource
distribution, and thereby creates spaces for democracy. In education, Japan has been praised for providing equitable education
for all its citizens. The Japanese college entrance exam system, in which students’ tests scores are a sole criterion for college
admission, have preserved social hierarchy. As schools and teachers at the municipal and prefectural levels have relative
autonomy and the interoperable data platforms across municipals and prefectures is still missing, especially system-wide use of
educational data for immigrant children is not yet formed. Moreover, laws and policies for immigrants still not established either
in Japan.

Comparing the Japanese governmental policies for immigrants with the city of Rochester, New York where the University of
Rochester is located, the distinguishing differential characteristic emerges as the value of the individual child’s learning rights.
The city of Rochester is a popular destination for immigrants, particularly those from Southeastern Europe, the Caribbean,
and Sub-Saharan Africa. The city has the highest percentage of Puerto Ricans of all major U.S. cities and one of the largest
Turkish American populations. It also has one of the largest communities of Jamaican Americans with a sizable Polish American
population. Table 1 shows the population by race in Rochester in 2017.

Table 1 Population by Race in Rochester

Race Population %
White 97,563 | 46.6
Black or African American 85,277 | 40.7
American Indian and Alaska Native 2,080 1.0
Asian 6,936 33
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Island 73 0.0
Some Other Race 8,012 3.8
Two or More Races 9,522 4.5

The New York State Education Department's Office of Bilingual Education and World Languages issued a guideline, “A Guide to
Community-Based Organizations for Immigrants” in 2019. This guideline places an emphasis on recent immigration-related actions
through the protection of each child’s learning rights:
<Information regarding immigration status>

a. New York State Education Law states that all children over five and under twenty-one years of age who have not received a
high school diploma are entitled to attend the public schools in the school district in which they reside without paying tuition
regardless of citizenship or immigration status.

b. In Plyler v. Doe, the Supreme Court held that school districts may not deny students a free public education on the basis of
their undocumented or non-citizen status, or that of their parents or guardians.

c. At the time of registration, schools should not ask questions that may reveal a child’s immigration status, such as requesting a
Social Security number.

In response to this guideline, the Rochester Coalition for Public Education is attempting to pass a bill titled the “Rochester
Coalition for Public Education” in October 2019. This bill supports the recommendations based on significant research evidence
that the major factors involved in inequitable academic and social-emotional growth and development of urban students are due
to the historical impact of institutional racism that has led to separate and unequal school districts, poverty, family dysfunction
and student trauma.

This research will continue to be conducted from Apri 1, 2020 - September 30, 2020. As for now, this study concludes by
pointing out that the processes by which “dominant” cultures adapts to the presence of immigrants in their midst, and the ways
in which each of them embrace, reject, and hybridize with the “others” who are living among them is very different depending on
the unique histories and values of the receiving nations, as well as those of the immigrants being received. Therefore, we need to
rethink how to create schools and societies that promote equity and democracy.
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